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Connecting kitchen cabinet manufacturers across Canada! 

What happens when you take 2.5 days out of your shop to talk and learn from your industry peers? 
Plenty! 

CKCA National Forum did not disappoint with over 100 attendees from across Canada. 

We toured Multiwood, Schenk, DIRTT, Denca and visited Merit Kitchens showroom. We heard from 
industry experts who offered valuable advice to address some of the industry’s pressing issues with a 
focus on employee issues, retention, trends and much more and then there were the conversations… 

 

 
Doug Thunberg, Multiwood, one of Alberta’s largest 
manufacturers of cabinet doors and finishing 
materials explains processes to group. 
 
They product at peak, revenues at $17million and up 
to 2,000 doors per day! 

 

 

 
Michael Laurysen, Laurysen Kitchens likes 
the box system at Multiwood which just gave 
him an idea to move cabinet doors around 
his shop with less risk of damage! 
 
Thanks to 
our sponsor: 

 

 
 

  
Amrita Bhogal, HR Manager at Sunrise 
Kitchens and Chris Leonard of the Kaizen 
Institute gave presentations about how to 
engage employees, improving retention 
levels, empowering employees and involving 
them in creating the solutions to challenges. 
We’ll be 
sharing 
more 
insights on 
this great 
work in the 
coming 
months. 
 

https://www.multiwood.com/
https://www.laurysenkitchens.com/
https://sunrisekitchens.com/
https://sunrisekitchens.com/
https://www.kaizen.com/
https://www.kaizen.com/
https://www.hardwoods-inc.com/
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A warm welcome to new CKCA members who joined 
us in Calgary – Ron Wipf, Handhills Cabinets and Chris 
MacKinnon Euro-Rite Cabinets Ltd. to their first CKCA 
event! 
 

 
Bao Mai, Zen Living Kitchen & Bath, Peter 
Kok, Westwood Fine Cabinetry and Ron 
Wipf, Handhills Cabinets enjoy good 
conversations during the plant tour to 
Schenk. 
 

Frank Siekmann, Merit Kitchens comes from a family 
of cabinetmakers. A beautiful showroom and great 
hospitality – thanks for opening your doors! 

 
Evan 
Smith, 
Berenson 
Hardware 
spoke 
about the 
value in 

connecting with industry peers through 
associations like CKCA – wise words! 
 
Thanks to our sponsor: 

 
 

 

 
 
 

           
Michael Poynton, BDC gave an insightful 
presentation of what is happening across 
Canada and how companies can prepare to 
be “resilient” with the challenges we are 
facing in our industry. Click here to see the 
slides.  

 

https://www.handhillscabinets.com/
https://www.eurorite.com/
https://zen-living.ca/
https://www.westwoodfinecabinetry.com/
https://www.handhillscabinets.com/
https://www.merit-kitchens.com/
https://www.berensonhardware.com/
https://www.berensonhardware.com/
https://www.businessdevelopment.org/
http://www.ckca.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/PPT_Future_Proof_your_Business_Study_EN.pdf
http://www.ckca.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/PPT_Future_Proof_your_Business_Study_EN.pdf
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Mike Slobodian, CKCA 
President welcomed 
everyone to Denca, 
owned by Heidi and 
Dominic Boudreau 
this is a full custom 
shop where they can 
make just about 
anything! 
 
Thanks to our 
sponsor: 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Welcome Windmill Cabinet Shop – a family business! 
We’ll see you in June for a plant tour in your shop. 

 

 
 

The list of innovations at this plant tour is um 
– tall!  DIRTT hosted “the largest group 
they’ve had at one time” when CKCA came 
through. There was much to see and learn 
from their systems and their enthusiastic 
employees. Green thumbs up for this tour!  

 
 
 
Thanks to our sponsors:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A few laughs on the buses. 

 



CKCA National Forum 2019 – Calgary, AB  
 

 
 

 
Garold Gipman (Jr.) with Garold Gipman (Sr.) spoke 
about the new programs offered by Accelerated 
Consulting Group, a company founded by Garold (Jr.) 
after growing up “in the business” he saw a need to 
help companies get housekeeping and operational 
aspects of your business under control. Want more 
info on what he offers CKCA members? Click here. 
For Garold’s presentation click here. 

 

 
Plant tour to Schenk with their laser 
edgebanding technology – now there’s a 
story of a machine supplier and a company 
who worked together and it paid off ten-
fold! 
 
Thanks to our sponsor:  

 
Conversations 
lead to great 
connections! 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

http://www.ckca.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/ACG-Operating-Manuals-Course-Information.pdf
http://www.ckca.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Accelerated-Consulting.pdf
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Great connections give you ideas – and speaking of ideas… this presentation raised a few for CKCA! 
 

 
 
Should we do for our industry what Construction is doing for theirs? Or shall we let other sectors go 
after the talent and we are left behind in the dust?  Jon Callegher, PhD, JobTalks provided valuable 
insight into the perception of the trades and how we need to develop recruiting strategies to get 
more people into the wood industry sector. By comparison, we took a look at smart campaign by the 
construction industry that shines a light on lesser known jobs but makes them attractive. This is just 
the beginning of what more needs to be done. We’re not done with you yet Jon Callegher! 
 

Check out Jon’s excellent presentation here and be sure to watch the videos on his website here. 
 

 
On behalf of the CKCA we would like to thank our plant tour hosts for opening their doors. To our 
presenters for their insights, to our sponsors for their kind support and to you, the attendee for taking 
the time from your busy schedule. We hope you will join us again for more great programming. Be sure 
to check out the many discount programs we have as well as more valuable information and insights on 
what’s happening in our industry – watch for CKCA Advocacy – talk to us! 

http://www.ckca.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/CKCA-National-Forum_2019_Callegher_The-Why-of-Wood.pdf
https://www.jobtalksconstruction.ca/
http://www.ckca.ca/about/partners/

