
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recap of the UBC Centre for Advanced Wood Processing Open House 

 

On January 31, the Centre for Advanced Wood Processing hosted industry partners, prospective 

employers and program alumni for their annual open house at their state of the art facility 

located the beautiful UBC campus in Vancouver.  I was lucky enough to attend flying flags for 

both Planit Canada and the CKCA. 

The day began with a meet and greet where faculty, students and attendees were given a 

chance to connect with each other over a spread of food (with wooden cutlery of course), 

followed by a series of presentations by faculty members updating us on the CAWP calendar for 

the year as well as an overview on the co-op and undergraduate program.   

This was followed by presentations by the UBC Formula Car Team, A Vancouver construction 

waste recycling company called Unibuilders and a demonstration of the newly donated Log 

Scanner Conveyor. 

We then had the opportunity to venture downstairs to the machine shop and really see where 

the magic happens.  Here we were greeted with live demonstrations of various machines and 

software including the Kuka Robot, Hundegger Robot Drive, Homag nested-base CNC, just to 

name a few.  This was truly a highlight of the open house and the team at CAWP really knows 

how show off their machines. 
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After all of the excitement in the machine shop all attendees were given a chance to discuss the 

day with students and faculty while eating pizza and getting ready for the big show; the co-op 

presentation evening.  This is an event where a collection of Wood Products B.Sc. students 

showcase their co-op experiences in short presentations for potential employers and industry 

partners.  These presentations were next level and from where I was sitting I can tell you, the 

future is bright.  The presentations were divided by a one hour intermission that allowed 

students and graduates to flex their networking muscles with potential employers and industry 

partners. 

This event is an amazing experience and I would encourage anyone in the area to attend the 

open house and co-op night next year and even to stop by and have a chat with Jason Chiu, the 

managing director at CAWP if you're in the area, I'm sure he would be pleased to show you 

around. 

 

- Chris Walker, Planit Canada 


